
 

Curriculum Long Term Planning 
Overview 

Key Stage 3 Subject Area: Music Academic Year: 2018-19 

 

Some modules may be taught in a different order to accommodate resources 
 

Year 
Study 

Modules 
Autumn Term 

1 
Autumn Term 

2 
Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 

Summer Term 
1 

Summer Term 
2 

Year 7 

Study 
Modules 

Musicianship 
 

Students assess 
their 

understanding of 
the musical 

elements, theory 
of music, 

composing and 
performing skills 

 

Music of Africa 
 

Students explore 
the history, 
features and 
influence of 

music of Africa 
before 

composing and 
performing in an 

ensemble 

Instruments of 
the Orchestra 

 
Students explore 

the different 
families and 

instruments of 
the orchestra 
and develop 
their listening 

skills in 
recognising and 
distinguishing 

the 
sonority/roles of 
instrumentation 

Classical 
Period 

 
Students analyse 

the historical 
background and 

influence of 
classical 

composers 
before learning 

and performing a 
classical piece 

Music Exam  
 

Students revise 
and are assessed 

on their 
understanding of 

all the music 
modules they 
have learned 

Blues 
 

Students analyse 
the history and 

influence of 
blues before 

learning how to 
compose their 

own blues song, 
exploring the 12 
bar blues form, 
improvisation, 

walking bass line 
and the blues 

scale 

Assessment 
Written test, solo 
performance and 
composition 

Performance Written test Performance Written test 
Performance and 
composition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 
Study 

Modules 
Autumn Term 

1 
Autumn Term 

2 
Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 

Summer Term 
1 

Summer Term 
2 

Year 8 

Study 
Modules 

Musicianship 
 

Students assess 
their 

understanding of 
the musical 

elements, theory 
of music, 

composing and 
performing skills 

Stomp 
 

Students analyse 
the west end 

musical theatre 
percussion group 
‘Stomp’, learning 
performing and 

composing 
techniques in 

this style 

Musical 
Theatre 

 
Students analyse 

the historical 
background, 
success and 
influence of 

musical theatre 
before learning 

and performing a 
musical theatre 

song 

Bossa Nova 
 

Students analyse 
the historical 
background, 
success and 
influence of 
Bossa Nova 

before learning 
and performing a 

Bossa Nova 
piece of music 

Key Stage 3 
Exam 

 
Students revise 

and are assessed 
on their 

understanding of 
all the music 
modules they 
have learned 

Pop Music 
 

Students explore 
the history and 

success of 
legendary pop 
bands before 
analysing and 
performing a 

song, focusing 
on chords, bass 

and melody parts 

Assessment 
Written test, solo 
performance and 
composition 

Performance and 
composition 

Performance Performance Written test Performance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year 
Study 

Modules 
Autumn Term 

1 
Autumn Term 

2 
Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 

Summer Term 
1 

Summer Term 
2 

Year 9 

Study 
Modules 

Musicianship 
 

Students assess 
their 

understanding of 
the musical 

elements, theory 
of music, 
melodic 

composing and 
solo performing 

Stomp 
 

Students analyse 
the west end 

musical theatre 
percussion group 
‘Stomp’, learning 
performing and 

composing 
techniques in 

this style 

Dance Club 
 

Using music 
software 

programs, 
students learn 

how to compose 
a piece of music 
from the club 
dance genre, 

exploring 
layering, looping, 
sound FX, beat 

making and 
automation 

Music for Film 
 

Students study 
the importance 
of sound in film 
and the different 
ways sound is 
used before 

composing their 
own sound and 
music to a short 
animated film 

clip 

Music for Film 
 

Students study 
the importance 
of sound in film 
and the different 
ways sound is 
used before 

composing their 
own sound and 
music to a short 
animated film 

clip 

Rap and Hip 
Hop 

 
Students explore 

the historical 
background of 

rap and hip hop 
and then analyse 
pieces of music 

before 
composing and 
performing their 

own hip hop 
piece  

Assessment 
Written test, solo 
performance and 
composition 

Performance and 
composition 

Performance Composition Composition 
Performance and 
composition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Curriculum Long Term Planning 
Overview 

Key Stage 4 Subject Area: Music Academic Year: 2018-19 

 

Year 
Study 

Modules 
Autumn Term 

1 
Autumn Term 

2 
Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2 

Summer Term 
1 

Summer Term 
2 

Year 10 

Study 
Modules 

General Musicianship 
Performance skills 
Composition skills 
Three set works 

Performance skills 
Composition 
One set work 

Solo mock exam 
Listening and appraising PPE 

Composition 1 Controlled 
Assessment 

Assessment 
In class assessments and formally 
assessed in Year 11 

In class assessments and formally 
assessed in Year 11 

In class assessments and formally 
assessed in Year 11 

 
 

Year 11 

Study 
Modules 

Performance Solo Exam 
Compositions 1 and 2 

Two set works 
Listening and appraising PPE 
Performance ensemble exam 

Composition 2 
One set work 

Listening and appraising exam 

Listening and appraising 
revision 

Listening and appraising exam 

Assessment Performance (30%) Composition (30%) Listening and appraising (40%) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


